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The Federation has expressed dismay 
at a statement by the European 
Commission that advice from Regional 
Advisory Councils would only be 
accepted if it were based on hard 
evidence.

The North West Regional Advisory Council 
was told this by the EC at a recent series of 
working group meetings.

“This is to apply breathtaking double 
standards,” said Barrie Deas, NFFO chief 
executive. “The effort regime now afflicting 
whole fleets in the North Sea, Irish Sea 
and West of Scotland was introduced with 
absolutely no evidence that it would deliver, or 
even contribute to, cod recovery. 

“A serious body of scientific opinion believes 
that restrictions on time at sea actually 
intensifies fishing activity. The Commission has 
made no attempt to establish whether days 
at sea have had, or could have, any effect on 
fishing mortality. This is a faith-based rather 
than an evidence-based approach.

“There is now a catalogue of measures that 
have been put in place without the slightest 
attempt to establish whether they are fit for 

purpose. Measure after measure has been 
layered one over another without much 
anxiety about evidence. The most recent – a 
ban on high-grading – actually conflicts with 
the EC rules that require vessels to discard to 
meet catch composition rules. This is a perfect 
example of a measure, introduced in a hurry, 
with no attempt to provide evidence to justify 
it.

“We in the RACs are very conscious of 
the need to provide evidence-based advice 
but we are in no mood to be lectured by the 
Commission on this issue.”

 Major changes to the scientists’ perception 
of some stocks (as opposed to material 
changes in the stocks), is an important feature 
of this year’s advice, particularly in relation 
to cod and nephrops and Western Channel 
sole (see front page story). This is of concern 
because the ICES benchmark meetings were 
supposed to usher in a way in which industry 
information would be integrated into the 
ICES assessments but instead are proving to 
be a disruptive feature, increasing rather than 
reducing uncertainties.

Dismay over EC ‘hard evidence’ call

The NFFO recently shared a 
platform in Brussels with European 
Fisheries Commissioner Joe Borg at 
an event organised by the influential 
European Policy Centre. 

In a speech to the forum on the reform 
of the Common Fisheries Policy, NFFO 
chief executive, Barrie Deas, said that the 
Green Paper on the issue would, in time, 
come to be seen as a landmark document.

“It marks a turning point where the 
European Union started to break with the 
highly-centralised, command and control 
model of governance in fisheries that has 
brought the CFP and the European Union 
into some disrepute,” he said.

It was essential that there was a move 
to a regime where the fishing industry 
takes a high degree of responsibility for 
itself and its activities. Encouragingly, the 
Green Paper contains the seeds of an 
approach that could lead to a radical and 
positive transformation of the CFP.

Mr Deas said: “The present CFP 
suffers from a failure of governance: an 
alternative arrangement would allow 
us to scrap the incredibly large and 
complex set of detailed and frequently 
dysfunctional technical rules that have 
grown up under the present CFP. It would 
involve a reversal of the burden of proof 
in fisheries.”

He concluded: “All of this involves the 
most profound process of change.  Whilst 
our commitment to this change should 
not be in doubt, equally we should not 
underestimate the obstacles to its full 
achievement. 

“Good ideas have often failed through 
poor implementation and it is therefore 
essential that during the next few months 
a great deal of thought is given to how 
the fishing industry can be supported 
during this period of transformation.”

Change in 
governance 
vital for reform 
of CFP

The NFFO in collaboration with the 
North Sea Regional Advisory Council 
and other fishermen’s representative 
bodies are again running the North 
Sea Stocks Survey that invites 
fishermen to contribute their 
knowledge on the status and trends in 
stocks subject to TACs.  The survey has 
now been running since 2003. 

The survey is increasingly regarded by 
ICES scientists as an invaluable contribution 
in guiding their advice, which in turn is used 
to steer the management decisions which 
set the annual TACs.

It is this local knowledge that is recorded 
in a systematic way, highlighting the regional 

Successful North Sea Stocks Survey 
scheme underway

trends and issues in the fisheries, that makes 
the survey so valuable.  Responses to last 
year’s questionnaire are showing the large 
increase in abundance in whiting off the 
North East coast which has been factored 
into this year’s advice, and will be important 
in building the case for the industry in 
management negotiations later this year.  
In the context of the Cod Recovery Plan, 
fishermen’s experiences will prove valuable 
this year in assessing the effects of the 25% 
reduction in effort in the North Sea.  

A summary of the results of the 2008 
survey can be viewed at http://www.nffo.org.
uk/news/north_sea_stocks_survey.html 
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