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A project to assess the relative 
merits of alternative management 
approaches for the brown crab 
fishery is now underway and included 
a series of industry meetings around 
the country that has just been 
completed.

The project, supported by Seafish, is the 
culmination of a concerted focus by the 
industry that has brought together key 
fishermen’s representative bodies including 
the NFFO towards securing the basis for a 
profitable future for the sector.  

At the same time, Defra has elected 
to also re-examine measures towards 
tightening rules on crab and lobster, and a 
formal consultation is expected later this 
year.  

Gary Hodgson, NFFO Shellfish 
Committee Chairman said:  “The NFFO 
has backed the strengthening of measures 
on both crab and lobster for some time.  It 
is essential that all the regional fleets have 
a say so that an agreed approach can be 
taken forward.”  

Natural England and JNCC, the 
Government’s statutory advisors on 
Nature Conservancy, were warned at 
a recent meeting with the Federation 
that the fishing industry was entirely 
right in treating the rush to introduce 
a variety of marine protected areas 
with deep suspicion and that suspicion 
would remain until its fears are allayed. 
Fishermen are more vulnerable than 
any other marine group, and marine 
protected areas have the capacity 
to disrupt, and even destroy fishing 
livelihoods.

The York meeting, which was attended by 
NFFO regional representatives and a large 
delegation from English Nature and JNCC, 
provided the opportunity to detail the 
industry’s concerns, particularly in relation to 
the recently announced inshore Special Areas 
of Conservation.

The meeting provided the opportunity for 
the Federation to make a number of central 
points, which included:

• The many different types of marine 
protected areas has created an impenetrable 
jungle of regulation and regulators, 
making it extremely difficult to hold clear, 
straightforward, discussions on ways of 
protecting marine biodiversity without 
unnecessary disruption to the fishing 
industry.

• Too much reliance was being placed 
upon impact assessments to calculate the 
effect that MPAs would have on fishermen’s 
operations and their earnings. But because 
these management measures will be 
introduced at a later date, such impact 
assessments at this stage were likely to be 
close to meaningless.

Crab management 
project now 
underway

Federation in intense dialogue 
on Marine Protected Areas

The NFFO West Coast Committee 
at a recent meeting held in Barrow-
in Furness was given presentations 
on the recently launched Irish Sea 
Marine Conservation Zone Project 
and Seafish’s Responsible Fishing 
Scheme, with members getting a 
direct opportunity to question the 
various representatives about the 
schemes.

NFFO’s Alan McCulla said: “With well 
publicised closed areas being imposed on 
fishermen in other areas, projects like the 
Irish Sea Marine Conservation Zone are 
met with scepticism, cynicism and down-
right fear amongst fishermen. Meetings 
like this one give our members the chance 
to explain their concerns directly to 
the project workers, while they in turn 
used this meeting as a way to try and 
build bridges with the industry.  On the 
other hand, Seafish’s Responsible Fishing 
Scheme is well established and we were 
all interested to hear how the project is 
developing across the UK and beyond.”

West Coast 
Committee engages 
the Irish Sea Marine 
Conservation Zone 
Project

• Although the nature conservancy bodies 
are concerned with establishing MPAs, 
the fishing industry is also confronted 
with potentially huge areas of seabed 
commandeered by the offshore wind-farm 
industry.

• Natural England concedes that it does not 
have a large body of expertise in the marine 
field and the mapping of fisheries activity. 

• If the introduction of MPAs is to be 
achieved in the most painless way possible, 
the Government’s statutory advisors will 
need to engage with the fishing industry at 
all levels.

• There is enormous scope for unintended 
consequences such as displacing fishing effort 
from one area to another. 

The NFFO has been active on a number of 
fronts in relation to marine protected areas:

• By pressing ministers for assurances 
that marine conservation zones will be 
introduced only in close dialogue with the 
fishing industry and that the demands of 
some in the environmental lobby for 30% 
of the seabed to be closed reserves be 
dismissed as extreme. 

• By lobbying officials, ministers, members 
of Parliament and members of the House of 
Lords as the Marine Bill passed through the 
legislative process.

• Through direct engagement with Natural 
England at national, regional and local 
level, including participation in the regional 
stakeholder groups set up to designate 
MCZs.

• By working with the Regional Advisory 
Councils. 

This is a major issue for the NFFO on  
which it is devoting a considerable amount of 
time on. 
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A meeting was held on Friday 18 
September at the Northern Irish 
Parliament in Stormont between 
UK fisheries minister Richard 
Benyon MP and leaders of the 
National Federation of Fishermen’s 
Organisations and the Scottish 
Fishermen’s Federation to discuss 
important fisheries policy issues.

The meeting, which was arranged 
by Alan McCulla, Chief Executive of 
the Anglo-North Irish Fish Producers 
Organisation, was attended by Davy Hill, 
Chairman of the NFFO, SFF President 
Ian Gatt, along with NFFO and SFF 
Chief Executives Barrie Deas and Bertie 
Armstrong. 

After the talks, Ian Gatt said: “We had 
a most constructive meeting where all 
the main points of policy concern for the 
short and longer terms, as well as for the 
up and coming reform of the CFP were 
discussed.”

Davy Hill, NFFO Chairman, said: “Both 
Federations are keen to work with all 
politicians in the run-up to the General 
Election to ensure that the UK fishing 
industry has the support and assistance 
that it needs and deserves at every 
political level.”

The NFFO’s annual general meeting 
was held recently in York, with UK 
Fisheries Minister Huw Irranca Davies in 
attendance.

The Minister heard a number of industry 
concerns during the course of the meeting, 
including the lack of quota for North Sea 
whiting, which is leading to discarding. With a 
further reduction in quota on the cards for 
2010, this is a situation that will inevitably lead 
to even wider-scale discarding of good quality 
marketable fish.

Major UK fishermen’s 
federations meet 
shadow fisheries 
minister

Fears over lack of 
MFA staff moving 
to Newcastle
The Federation is expressing real 
concern over the large number 
of staff within the current Marine 
Fisheries Agency in London who have 
opted not to move to Newcastle to 
join the new replacement Marine 
Management Organisation.

It is believed that around 90% of the 
staff have decided not to move, which 
will result in a huge loss of knowledge 
in fisheries management, with particular 
concerns over the efficacy of future quota 
management.

Barrie Deas, NFFO Chief Executive, 
said: “It represents a tremendous loss of 
experience and continuity.”

As the Marine Bill concludes its final 
stages in parliament before passing 
into law, the NFFO is now entering 
into detailed discussions to define the 
secondary legislation following on from 
the Bill.

The existing licensing regime has often 
failed to address fisheries sensitivities, 
with ad-hoc decisions having neglected the 
location of fisheries to the detriment of both 
the fishing industry and developers alike, 
and there has been a lack of effective early 
engagement with the fishing industry. 

The NFFO would like the new licensing 
regime to address such inadequacies in the 
following two key areas:

• Marine licensing should become 
embedded within a broadened and more 
strategic planning system, flowing down from 
the marine policy statement and marine 
plans under the auspices of the new Marine 
Management Organisation (MMO), with the 
opportunity for better engagement and the 

integration of fisheries sensitivities.
• The process could include a fit-for-

purpose pre-application phase that 
enables constructive dialogue to address 
issues over location and the design of 
marine developments that maximise the 
opportunities for co-existence with fishing 
industry.

Assistant Chief Executive, Dale Rodmell, 
says: “There still remains significant risks to 
success.  Marine Protected Areas and large 
infrastructure projects will remain outside of 
the auspices of the marine planning system 
under the MMO.

“Critically, the planning process must be 
capable of accounting for sensitive fishing 
areas at an early stage and eliminating 
them from consideration for development.  
This will require agreeing thresholds to 
determine what constitutes degrees of 
sensitivity so that planning decisions do not 
just pay lip service to colourful charts of 
fishing activity.”

Marine Licensing: The 
Opportunities and Risks

Members at the AGM told the Minister that it 
is imperative that new management measures 
are put in place for North Sea whiting that 
would help eliminate discarding and improve 
the overall management of the stock.

The forthcoming consultation on the 
conservation of crab and lobster and the way 
the Government would go about it was also 
raised at the meeting. A number of concerns 
about inshore fisheries management were also 
raised, with the Minister and officials outlining 
the Government position in detail. 

Industry concerns raised at annual 
general meeting

Huw Irranca Davies speaking at the AGM


